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1.
With reference to your project plan, what have been your achievements during the last six months?

We submitted the first Annual report prematurely, i.e. only 9 months into the project. At the time we were in the middle of an intense period of data collection for project B (UK fieldwork). The new students had just arrived and we attempted to shadow their introduction to British university expectations (including the various plagiarism policies). We ran the academic writing questionnaire in the three programmes in Lancaster and at the LSE and conducted focus groups with Greek, Indian and Chinese students. We followed induction meetings and collected documentation on the topic of plagiarism (as provided during pre-sessional English courses, by universities (en masse), by the departments and by the student unions). 
In November we undertook our first full country visit to India (November 2005 – January 2006), which involved, Dr Hayes, Dr Whitley and Dr Timm (Project A). We were able to conduct our visit as planned and outlined in the AR. In total we visited 18 universities all over India (Mumbai, Delhi, Kanpur, Lucknow, Pune and Chennai). In each institution we talked to principals, held interviews with lecturers and conducted focus groups with students. Where possible we also used our Academic Writing questionnaire. Additionally, we collected data at recruitment fairs and through interviews with agents and British Council staff as well as by participating in alumni activities. Both our external evaluator and the steering group considered the data rich, fascinating and the timing of our research timely. Clearly Indian HE is changing dramatically and there are very few sources that report on the current shifts. Moreover, the Indian student recruitment market is in a period of growth and thus strategically enormously important for British Universities, which accounts for further    
In January, at the beginning of the second term we ran another series of focus groups (for project B), this time talking to students about their experiences of writing their first pieces of assessed course work. 
We also held the Y1 evaluation symposium. Following a full day of presentations on project progress our external evaluator has written the Y1 Evaluation Report. The document is to be read in conjunction with the team’s response, which was discussed with the project’s steering group in February during the second steering group meeting. This meeting took place at the London School of Economics on the 27th of February; the meeting notes are appended to the MYPR.  
Early March is dedicated to preparing the forthcoming Greek trip and to organising and analysing the data collected during our trip to India. We have already presented this data twice and we have held an internal data processing meeting (in February). As we continue our analysis future dissemination activities are coming into view. We are planning  

At present we are completing the remaining fieldwork in Greece (March – April 2006). It follows up on the pilot work that we undertook last April and will involve a larger number and variety of institutions in Athens, Thessaloniki and in the periphery. 
2.
Performance against plan


Has there been any variance from planned activities?


Yes, there has been variance from the planned activities outlined in the contract. 

If so, please say what the variance is and what the causes were

Project A activities will continue to run well into the second year of the project. As outlined in previous reports, it has been difficult to schedule country visits given that these have to coincide with the academic year there and hear (so as not to conflict with Project B activities). At the same time, country visits have to take place well in advance of major exam periods; as such timing would severely limit our access to students. 

Rather than finishing all country visits within the first year of the project, we will be re-visiting Greece in March – April 2005 and undertake the visit to China in September – October 2006. 

Project B activities are well under way and in respect of Project C we have already finished a pilot investigation into plagiarism detection software that was well ahead of schedule.

If applicable, what is being done to get back on track?

It is not a matter of getting ‘back on track’, but a continuing effort to make sure that each sub-project gains the attention that it deserves and at the same time maximising opportunities by flexibly dealing with the challenges and opportunities that come our way. 


Will the project plan need to be revised?
The project plan is continually being revised. We are currently hoping to schedule a meeting with our HEA monitor, Steve Outram where we are hoping to discuss the points raised in the Annual Report as well as our strategy to best deal with them. 


3.
a) Are you experiencing any problems which are impeding progress?  If applicable, what are these?

There are no problems with progress other than those we mentioned in our Annual Report, i.e. the project deals with extremely topical issues and there is a lot of scope for us to get involved with others – there are also a lot of enquiries made to us – so the big issue remains: how to remain responsive and alert to dissemination strategy opportunities without getting sidetracked from the main project activities. 


b) Are there any unresolved problems from last report?

There are no ‘problems’ from the last report, but there are a number of issues that we promised to address given that our Annual Report had to be submitted nine months into the project, rather than a year following the effective start date. 

4.
Notes 

There were a number of outstanding items from our Annual Report: 

2.1 Work plan for Y2

We will supply a work plan for Y2 with the Quarterly Report that is due in January, i.e. at the effective one year point for the project. 
2.2 Project plan for Y2
The project plan, including Gantt chart will be included in the next QR. 

2.3 Dissemination plan for Y2

Project dissemination (Project D) has been high on the agenda throughout the project. It was noted by us in the AR - as well as in the Y1 evaluation - that there is a serious conflict of interest between developing links (that inevitably result in further requests and ever more new avenues to pursue) and simply concentrating on the core activities. For all intents and purposes we must remain open and responsive to others’ for plagiarism and international students are high on the agenda of the HE sector. But we will also have to learn how to decline politely the many requests for collaboration.  

When we presented our tentative dissemination plans initially to the evaluator in January and to the steering group in February, the response was favourable, but also cautious for it was thought that we had a few too many ambitious ideas. Clearly we will have to discuss this further among team members and we will have to get hold of some detailed costings. We are planning to hold a project meeting at the end of April that will focus solely on this issue. Once we have done that we will be in a better position to report back.  
Apart from these longer term plans that we still need to finalise, we continue the dialogue with various audiences. For example, we have been invited by Simon Steiner to participate in a workshop organised by the engineering subject centre, entitled: “Plagiarism: providing strategies to address the issues”, Wednesday 24 May 2006 in Sheffield that will also feature Fiona Duggan (of JISCPAS) and Brenda Smith (of HEA). 

Further, we have been asked to contribute to a workshop on “Teaching International Students” at York St John University College, organised by Philipp Warwick, Thursday 18 May 2006 through the BMAF subject centre. 
As far as conferences are concerned we are expecting to attend the forthcoming 2nd Plagiarism conference organised by JISCPAS that is to take place in Newcastle Gatehead, 19-21 June 2006. For this conference all abstracts and papers are refereed. It brings together academics from a variety of disciplinary contexts.  

The annual UKCOSA conference will be held at the University of Swansea, 9-12 July 2006. At least in part this is a training conference for international officers working in supporting roles in British universities. We are set to do a joint panel with Theresa McKinven from the University of Derby. 

Later in the year, in December, we are planning to present at the International Conference on Information Systems (ICIS) in Milwaukee. 
